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questions of wages as of law and order On the
whole he raised wages and improved the villages
and mines in his region, but he was determined to
be the master of his own business

When in 1882 the tendency toward consolidation
of interests had begun, it was natural enough that
the coke making and the steel manufacturing busi-
nesses should be drawn together. Both Fnck and
Carnegie recognized the logic of the idea Con-
sequently in this year Carnegie and his associates
bought control of the H C Fnck Coal and Coke
Company This change of ownership brought
Henry C Fnck into the steel business He ac-
quired a substantial interest in the Carnegie Works
and an influence which became more evident from
year to year His intelligence and masterful quali-
ties were exactly what the Carnegie organization
needed A new chapter now opened in the affairs
of the company Having acquired control of one
raw material by purchasing the coke business, the
company was now to make a further advance and
acquire ore beds And, as the only ore deposits of
value were far from Pittsburgh in the Lake Supe-
rior region, it became necessary for the company
to go into the transportation business also, to
establish steamship lines on the Great Lakes